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Lanark Federation News 
  

President’s Message – August  2024 

 

 

What a summer it’s been! Like usual, it’s racing by faster 

than I was prepared for, but it’s been great to try and enjoy 

moments of summer while I can. I hope you as well have 

been able to find joy in those summer moments amidst the 

organized chaos of farming.  

 

As we prepare for a busy harvest season, I ask that everyone 

keeps safety at the front of mind. When travelling to your 

fields, if you have an unoccupied property that does not have 

a 911 pin sign, consider applying to LFA to have 50% of the 

cost of one covered for your farm. Even if you’re renting, 

chat with the landowner to see if this is something they would 

be willing to participate in. The Farm 911 project is widely 

adopted province wide and while we’d love to see it here in 

Lanark County, we are also not ones to wait around for that 

to happen. We are ready to support the installation of these 

signs for our members across the county to enable first 

responders to rapidly respond to remote locations in times of 

need – whether for a farmer, a hunter, a snowmobiler. 

Lowering the cost barrier to installing these signs is a 

valuable exercise and while we hope they never need to be 

used, they could be an important tool to help save a life.  

 

Looking ahead to fall, don’t forget to put our AGM and 

inaugural Lanark Ag Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in 

October. As usual, it will be a great meal and great 

community with just a little bit of business in the mix. I hope 

to see many of you there.  

 

Stay safe, happy harvest and best of luck this fall. Here’s 

hoping we can make the most of this challenging year.  

 

Ashley Knapton 

 

Annual General Meeting &1st 

Annual Hall of Fame Awards 

 

Thursday, October 10, 2024 

Upstairs at the Carleton Place Arena 

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets:  $10 each 

Tickets can be purchased from one of 

the Directors. 
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Annual General Meeting Notice 

 

Join us for our 2024 AGM Thursday October 10th. This event will have summaries of the year at Lanark 

Federation of Agriculture, conduct important business to set us up for the year ahead, and as usual a great 

supper. Doors will open at 6:30, supper will be served at 7pm. The event will be held upstairs at the Carleton 

Place Arena.  

New this year, we are excited to host our AGM in conjunction with the announcement of the Class of the 

Lanark Agricultural Hall of Fame. This is an initiative we are so proud of and we hope you’ll join us to not 

only honour these outstanding inductees, but to celebrate the amazing story of agriculture in Lanark.  

 

Tickets will be available for purchase from any of your directors or by emailing lanarkfedofag@gmail.com.  
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Bringing Farm 911 to Lanark County – Helping Cover the Cost of Civic Address Signs 

 

Farm 911, also known as The Emily Project, is an initiative across the province of Ontario that works to 

bring a civic address sign to vacant properties to assist first responders should they ever need to locate 

someone in need. A cornerstone of this program is to manage cost as a barrier to landowners for installation 

and ensuring requesting a sign is easy. There are over 50 municipalities across Ontario who are Farm 911 

partners and LFA is hopeful our local regions can join this list. Adding civic address signs to vacant land 

helps more than just the farmers who work the land – it can also benefit snowmobilers, hunters and other 

folks who use the area.  

 

Our first step is to assist LFA members who have vacant properties and are looking to get a 911 sign 

installed. LFA will reimburse 50% of the cost of the signs and installation in your municipality. Applications 

are being accepted now, so please email farm911lanark@gmail.com with any questions or to get an 

application.  

 

OFA Members - Join us at **Town and Country Chrysler in Smiths Falls** as we say a big 

THANK YOU to our local farmers for the incredible work you do! 🍔🌽 

 
We’re hosting a special BBQ to show our appreciation. Bring your OFA membership card 
and enjoy great food, good company, and a fun day out! 
 

🗓 September 26, 2024 

⏰ 12:00PM-4:00PM 

📍Town and Country Chrysler, Smiths Falls 

 
Don't miss out on this opportunity to celebrate our farming community. See you there! 

👩‍🌾👨‍🌾 (please show membership card) 

 

mailto:farm911lanark@gmail.com
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Regional Director Report Zone 8 (Lanark Renfrew Ottawa and Arnprior) April 2024 

Andrea McCoy-Naperstkow 

The year 2024 is the year I became your Regional OFA Director. I cannot believe that the last 

nine months have come and gone. I feel immensely proud to represent Arnprior, Lanark, 

Ottawa, and Renfrew Federations. All four regional federations work extremely hard to engage 

members ,and work on issues that are important to members. My job is two folds, bring 

forward issues, concern, and information that each local board asks me to bring forward to the 

provincial board and in the reverse order bring back information to the local boards for the OFA 

board. It is a two-way communication process. I do this by attending all regional meetings and 

provincial meetings. 

What has the OFA board been working on this year on your behalf? To highlight our work, we 

have. 

 Key wins on the Advance Payment 

 Action on land use planning, capital gains, carbon tax and stormwater drainage fees 

 Building partnerships and programs that have an impact, Making Wellness Matter, Home 

Grown Campaign, and Crime Stoppers 

 Providing numerous webinars on a variety of topic that you as member have brought 

forward. 

 Building government relations to advocation on issues that are important to you. 

 $150,000 in community development through Revive funding and Farmers’ Markets of 

Ontario 

Locally in the region of Zone 8, I have met with local provincial and municipal political and 

counsellors. Attended local events organized by your board. 

 Ottawa Federation’s Mayor Breakfast 

 Arnprior Farmers’ Breakfast 

 Renfrew Federation, Renfrew Beef Farmers and Renfrew Soil and Crop Farmers’ 

breakfast 

 All regional monthly meetings 

 All monthly OFA board meetings and events 

You will all be getting notices for each federation Annual General Meeting. I hope you will 

attend. 

Finally coming up, Lanark Federation is a Membership Appreciation Event to say thank you to 

all of you for supporting all of us on Thursday September 26, 12 noon to 4 pm at Town and 

Country Chrysler, Smiths Falls. Just bring your membership card. Lots to eat lots of fun. 

 

 

Andrea  
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MSR Report 

Jayne Henry 

 

 

Hello Lanark Federation Members, 

 

I have returned from my parental leave and am glad to be back. I can’t wait to begin assisting with some new 

projects in the months ahead. My first task now that I have returned is running the elections during Lanark’s 

Regional Meeting on October 10th. I am looking forward to seeing most of our members and hope that there 

is increased interest in new members taking on the roles of OFA AGM delegates as well as Policy Advisory 

Councillor (PAC). Both roles offer a great opportunity to meet other federation members, learn about issues 

in other regions of the province, and become more involved with your local federation and the OFA. I am 

available by phone or email to assist with member issues no matter the size and look forward to connecting 

with you all in the future. 
 

Jayne 

 
PAC REPORT  
Derek Oliver 
 

Update from the Policy Advisory Council  
 

 

The Policy Advisory Council met on August 7th in Orangeville. The main topic of this meeting was land appropriation. 
We first looked at some of the changes that are taking place to the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS). The biggest 

change is their will be no more municipal comprehensive reviews for settlement, which essentially allows for a faster 
rate of housing production.  The OFA is praising the government for back tracking on a plan to allow for 3 additional 

housing units to be built on prime agricultural land but is still pushing for an increased definition of prime agricultural 

land (to include class 4), and fixed urban boundaries.  
 

We had the opportunity to listen to OFA’s policy analysts and a panel of farmers who provided insight on their 
experiences with land appropriation. Here is a summary of the key points: 

 

What can farmers do? 

• Farmers have the right to demand compensation for pre-negotiation talks, works, and surveys 

• Always review entire agreements before signing and ask for a lawyer’s assistance 

• Avoid signing non-disclosure agreements, and don’t be afraid to take your time during the negotiation process 
• Keep record of any property damage  

• Keep record of any injurious affections that reduce the value of land that you continue to work and or own 

and be ready to  

• Dispute resolution resources can be found on third party group’s websites  

 
What can local Federations do? 

• Be there for the members and establish community support 

•  Set up meetings with the municipalities, MPP or MP 

• Sign up for public consultation notices 

 
What can the OFA do? 

• Keep resources web page up to date  

• Create list of lawyers specializing in appropriation  

• Offer key talking points from the Homegrown Campaign  

• Get directly involved when a major infrastructure project is taking place 
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New Directors for LFA  

Are you looking for a new challenge, have some new farm related ideas, want to work with a talented group 

of people, meet farmers from other communities and regions, and talk to local politicians regarding current 

events?  Lanark Federation of Agriculture is looking for new Directors to join our group.   We meet the 

second Thursday of every month at Beckwith Town Hall in person and via Zoom at 7:30 p.m.  If you are 

interested, we would be excited to have you contact one of the Directors or Association Administrator listed 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lanark Federation Bursary 
 

The Lanark Federation of Agriculture offers two (2) $500 bursaries per year to students enrolled in a 

diploma or degree course in an accredited institution, or to an individual who is perusing further 

leadership or development in an agriculture program. The recipients of the scholarship must be either an 

Ontario Federation Member within the boundaries of Lanark County, or a direct family member of one.  

 

Eligibility & Selection Criteria:  

- Enrolled in a degree or diploma program at an accredited institution  

OR  

- Enrolled in a leadership or development program within Canada, to be approved by the LFA 

board  

- Current OFA member within the boundaries of Lanark County, or the direct relative of one  

- Preference will be given to those enrolled in agriculture, though not mandatory  

 

Application Details:  

- Applications open September 1st, close December 31st  

- Applicants must include the following: 

o Marks from previous semester if enrolled in a diploma or degree program  

o Written application no longer than 2 pages stating: previous education, career aspirations, 

volunteer and/or workplace experience, organizational involvement (4-H, sports, commu-

nity etc.) and interests  

 

NEW THIS YEAR: LFA Members can apply for a bursary through the Advanced Ag Leadership Program 

(AALP) for educational retraining or updates.   Please apply to the AALP and send to the email below. 

 

Please send all applications to Lanark Federation of Agriculture c/o Nancy Fleming, Administrator, PO 

Box 181 Station Main, Smiths Falls ON K7A 4T1.  
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LANARK FEDERATION DIRECTORS 

 

President   Ashley Knapton   613-277-6208 

1st Vice President  Anthony Timmerman  613-264-0091 

 

Association 

Administrator  Nancy Fleming   613-284-1280 

 

Past President  Derek Oliver   613-812-3315 

 

PAC    Derek Oliver   613-812-3315 

 

Representative 

Directors   Lillian Drummond   613-256-3628 

Jamie Fortune   613-256-6584 

    Bruce Nolan    613-253-5238 

    Lorne Heslop   613-724-0991 

    Alvin Dobbie   613-267-3388 

    Brenda Cochran   613-256-2222 

    Bev Holmes    613-316-0501 

     

 

 

Member Service Rep Jayne Henry    613-761-8426 

 

Regional Director 

Zone 8   Andrea McCoy-Naperstkow 613-257-5750 

 

 


