Lanark Federation News

President’s Message — May 2025
Hello Members!

It has been a very busy start to the year for the Lanark
Federation of Agriculture. We hosted two successful
Candidates Events for the Provincial and Federal elections.
This is always an excellent opportunity for us to engage with
political parties and to remind them of the issues that are
most important to farmers. The window for planning these T h
events was small, so we were very grateful to our friends at " : v nark I:Ede'atmn
the Cogeco studio in Smiths Falls for helping us put both ' Y frAgncullure
events together. &

Also happening this spring, with the help of the OFA’s
revive funding, we hosted three first aid training days in

Beckwith. There was a good number of members, and their
families that took advantage of the training, so this is
something we might do again in the future. Big thanks to
Andrea McCoy Naperstkow and Brenda Cochran for
spearheading this project!

SAVE THE DATE

Annual General Meeting &2
Annual Hall of Fame Awards

I would like to congratulate the Councillors and staff at Thursday, October 9, 2025

Drummond/North Elmsley Township for hosting a successful
“Agricultural Forum” at the end of March. Topics on the
agenda included: Succession planning, drainage talk, and
municipal updates. Our hope is that this type of meeting gains
traction in other municipalities across the county.

Something that the LFA is paying close attention to is the
recent expansion of the Province’s Strong Mayor Powers
legislation. This affects all municipalities in Lanark except
for three (DNE, Beckwith, and Montague) and ultimately it
could have serious implications on our efforts to preserve
farmland. Fortunately, most of the Reeves in the affected
areas have expressed skepticism of the legislation or publicly
said they will not utilize these new powers.

Details will be sent out closer to
event.

We are looking forward to our second round of Hall of Fame
inductees and plan to have another Gala in conjunction with

our AGM in October. Please consider making a nomination.

We hope to see you at this special event in the Fall.

Wishing you all a safe and successful year ahead,

Derek Oliver
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Lanark Agricultural Hall of Fame
2024 Inductees

The Lanark County Agricultural Hall of Fame acknowledges, records, and preserves the contributions made
by agricultural leaders to the growth and development of agriculture and agri-food industry and to the
development and sustainability of rural life in Lanark County and beyond.

Jim Foster, Carleton Place

The integrated dairy and cash crop business of Jockbrae Farms is widely known and
highly respected as local leaders. Jim and his family were recognized as the Lanark
County Farm Family of the year and continue to be leaders adopting new
technologies on the farm.

. Allan Lowry, Almonte
Penlow Farms became a nationally recognized Holstein Breeder after their animal
Penlow Georgette Outside became an All-Canadian in 2007. Allan was a dedicated
volunteer for numerous organizations and areas of the local community.

Marion and Brien Paul, Lanark

Founders of Paul's Maple products, Marion and Brien were known for bringing many
new technologies to Lanark like pipelines, vacuums, and reverse osmosis systems.
Marion was inducted into the North American Maple Syrup Hall of Fame in 2001.

Irene Spence, Drummond/North Elmsley

A dairy farmer alongside her husband David, Irene worked hard for local groups like
the Lanark Milk Producers and Lanark Federation of Agriculture. A recipient of the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal, there are many groups who benefited from her
dedication.

|
Lanark Federation News 2




2025 Candidates Events

This spring, the LFA hosted two
Candidates Events for the Provincial
and Federal Elections with the help of
the Production team at Cogeco Studios
in Smiths Falls. We were lucky to have
the candidates from all the main
political parties attend, and we were
able to ask many important business
and agriculture specific questions.

The LFA would like to thank all the
candidates who ran in their respective
elections, and we would like to
congratulate Scott Reid, MP and John ‘
Jordan, MPP on their successful re-election. We look forward to working with both of them in the
comingyears. And as always, we are very appreciative of the support of Cogeco, who have been
helping produce and cover our events for the past several elections.
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CPR/AED/Emergency First Aid Training

LFA was proud to provide CPR/AED/Emergency First Aid training through the Canadian Red Cross.
Training was provided to OFA members not only from Lanark County but also members from the Ottawa &

Renfrew Federations.

Over the 3 sessions in April, 34 individuals attended. The course aims to increase a person’s knowledge
and confidence to help in emergency situations. The small class sizes allowed for personal, hands-on
experience so participants are more comfortable when real-life situations arise. While ensuring all First Aid,
CPR and AED training requirements were met, our fantastic instructor, Alison Wark also focused on farm
specific situations that arise and related potential incidents back to the type of operations that participants
are involved in.

This initiative was made possible through Ontario Federation of Agriculture’s Revive Funding program
which aims to help our farming and rural communities enhance the profile of the agricultural industry.
Through OFA, LFA and the volunteers that made this event a success, we are thrilled to have more people
in our Ag community able to assist in emergency situations.
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Regional Director Report Zone 8 (Lanark Renfrew Ottawa and Arnprior) May 2025
Andrea McCoy-Naperstkow

As | write this, | am wondering who will win the election tonight. Whatever party wins, | hope they
realize how important agriculture is to Canada, Ontario, and our wonderful part of the province. |
am almost halfway through my second year of a three-year term and | am proud to represent the
Zone.

Each month | travel across this Zone to attend the local federation meetings.

e Lanark the second Thursday of every month at Beckwith Municipal Building, 7:30 pm

e Arnprior the second Monday of every month at Kinburn Community Centre, Kinburn at 8
pm,

e Ottawa the second Tuesday of every month at the Osgoode Community Centre Osgoode at
7:30 pm

e And Renfrew the fourth Wednesday of every month at the Barr Line Community Centre,
Renfrew, at 10 am.

These times may change over the spring to fall season depending on what farmers are up to. All
your directors, like me, participate in agriculture and rural living. Once a month or so, | travel to
Guelph for the OFA Board Meeting. There is the option to join virtually, and | have taken
advantage of the option over the last winter month.

As members and local board directors, they are your front line along with our Members Service
Rep. Jayne Henry. With the assistance of OFA staff, they provide and have access to resources,
to address your concerns and issues within the mandate and principles of the OFA. My
responsibility is to take the concerns of the member and to take their asks and instructions back to
the OFA Board. My second responsibility is to bring provincial concerns, issues, and answers back
to the local boards to be shared with local members. All local boards do just that as well as finding
ways to engage their members.

In the last few months, all local boards have engaged members through Farmers’ Breakfasts, and
other events, disseminating information about their own and OFA webinars, meetings, and
training. Lanark County Federation ran three free first aid training courses in April. Over thirty
members from across the zone and the general rural public received their Standard Red Cross
First Aid Certificate. They were able to do it because of Revive Funds they received from the OFA.
Connecting the OFA Board to the grassroots membership is the Policy Advisory Committee. The
committee is made up of three members from across Ontario (two from the east Terry Otto,
Ottawa and Angela Fields, Renfrew) and two OFA Board members ( Teresa Van Ray and Brian
Crews) . PAC regional representatives will meet two or three times a year to discuss currant issues
and bring your concerns to the Board.

| try to get out to as many agricultural events in the area as | can. One of the local events was the
Ottawa Valley Farm Show in March. I, along with my OFA board members and executive, spoke to
many members during the show. | felt like it was old home week greeting new and old friends. In
February | attended the Focus on Food Conference for Canada Ag Day and engaged in
discussion and listened to speakers on a topic that affect us all, tariffs, international trade, and
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TEAM CANADA. This past month | attended the Union Hall Pancake Breakfast with Donna,
Leanne, and Christa Lowry during Maple Weekend.

My colleague Paul Maurice, our Executive Member, in the April 28" OFA Viewpoint, updated what
the OFA has been doing on your behalf, “the Ontario Federation of Agriculture and 22 the Ontario
other commodity and agricultural organizations and businesses jointly wrote to Ontario’s Minister
of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness Trevor Jones, and federal minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food Kody Blois about the threats the current trade and tariff uncertainty pose to our sector and
how government can help”. It is a particularly good read. As well our website offers more
information about the currant tariff, international trade, and interprovincial trade.

As an organization, the OFA represents over 38,000 farming families, of which approximately 2000
reside in Zone 8. | represent you at the Board table, as the Board lobbies at Queens Park and at
any conference or function. | am like every other OFA Board Director representing you our
members and our agriculture industry and rural community. You as a member have the ability to
collaborate along with us all, get involved in your local board, make a difference.

MSR Report
Jayne Henry

No report.
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. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Update from the Policy Advisory Council
By: Derek Oliver

The traditional Policy Advisory Council format remains the same for the time being. At the OFA
AGM in Toronto last fall, a motion made at the 2023 AGM to transform PAC into the Member’s
Forum was withdrawn when voting delegates could not come to an agreement on how to
implement some of the proposed changes. Lanark will continue to have the same level of
representation as it has enjoyed for the past while.

PAC met in person on April 15t in Orangeville. The main topic of the day was Interprovincial
Trade Barriers and how it affects our industry. We had an introductory panel discussion with
business leaders and economics experts as well as time to discuss strategies that alleviate these
barriers amongst ourselves. Here are the highlights:

e Provinces can’t increase tariffs on each other but instead use regulations (quality & safety)
to have the same protectionist results.

e Itis hard to estimate the exact value of interprovincial trade barriers because there are so
many studies and estimates out there and there are a lot of different industries affected by
this issue. There are lots of costs and lost efficiencies to consider.

e There is a need for harmonization of regulations and a reduction of lost efficiencies across
the country.

e “Need for speed but not haste”- we must be meticulous when making changes to regula-
tions.

e Advocacy for mutual interests across our industry should be a priority in these challenging
times.

e Mapping out the regulations and barriers will help advocacy efforts.
e Softening regulations (like quality) may jeopardize export access.

e Having professional qualifications recognized across all provinces is huge (tradespeople,
veterinarians, agronomists, etc.)

e Meat processing- there is need to harmonize Federal and Provincial standards.
e We need to have facilitators to help new or expanding farms navigate regulations.

e Health units are overburdened- issues with housing temporary workers standards across
the province.

e Product of origin labelling is something that should be pushed/encouraged.
e WSIB rules need to be federally standardized.

e Ifitis not feasible to eliminate or standardize regulations, then investment or funding needs
to happen to alleviate these costly burdens.
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Lanark Federation Bursary

The Lanark Federation of Agriculture offers two (2) $500 bursaries per year to students enrolled in
a diploma or degree course in an accredited institution, or to an individual who is perusing further
leadership or development in an agriculture program. The recipients of the scholarship must be
either an Ontario Federation Member within the boundaries of Lanark County, or a direct family
member of one.

EI|g|b|I|ty & Selection Criteria:
Enrolled in a degree or diploma program at an accredited institution
OR
- Enrolled in a leadership or development program within Canada, to be approved by the LFA
board
- Current OFA member within the boundaries of Lanark County, or the direct relative of one
- Preference will be given to those enrolled in agriculture, though not mandatory

Application Details:
- Applications open September 1%, close December 315t
- Applicants must include the following:
o Marks from previous semester if enrolled in a diploma or degree program
o Written application no longer than 2 pages stating: previous education, career aspirar
tions, volunteer and/or workplace experience, organizational involvement (4-H,
sports, community etc.) and interests

NEW LAST YEAR: LFA Members can apply for a bursary through the Advanced Ag Leadershi
Program (AALP) for educational retraining or updates. Please apply to the AALP and send to th
email below.

Please send all applications to Lanark Federation of Agriculture c/o Nancy Fleming, Administrator,
PO Box 181 Station Main, Smiths Falls ON K7A 4T1. Email — lanarkfedofag@gmail.com

(=)

11%

New Directors for LFA

Are you looking for a new challenge, have some new farm related ideas, want to work with a talented group
of people, meet farmers from other communities and regions, and talk to local politicians regarding current
events? Lanark Federation of Agriculture is looking for new Directors to join our group. We meet the
second Thursday of every month at Beckwith Township Hall in person and via Zoom at 7:30 p.m. If you are
interested, we would be excited to have you contact one of the Directors or Association Administrator listed
above.

|
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President
15t Vice President

Association
Administrator

Past President
PAC

Representative
Directors

Member Service Rep

Regional Director
Zone 8

LANARK FEDERATION DIRECTORS

Derek Oliver
Anthony Timmerman

Nancy Fleming
Ashley Knapton

Derek Oliver

Lillian Drummond
Jamie Fortune
Bruce Nolan
Lorne Heslop
Alvin Dobbie
Brenda Cochran
Bev Holmes

Jayne Henry

Andrea McCoy-Naperstkow

613-812-3315
613-264-0091

613-284-1280
613-277-6208
613-812-3315
613-256-3628
613-256-6584
613-253-5238
613-724-0991
613-267-3388

613-256-2222
613-316-0501

613-761-8426

613-257-5750
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